Sample Assessment Rubric for ENG 101 and ENG 102 Essays

Thesis Organization in Introduction, Body and Conclusion Quotes/Source Usage
Very Good /Above Average | Excellently thought | Clear topic sentence, varied in approach to addressing subject with Appropriately used material from
out thesis ties to the overall argument and transitions to unify paragraphs; well- | both primary and secondary sources

(exceeds standards)

containing all the
essential elements
and presenting an
insightful subject
and argument;
thesis accurately
predicts structure of

paper

developed argument that is fully supported and thoughtfully
explained with examples and quotations as appropriate; insightful
conclusion sentence that successfully closes topic.

Coherence and unity between the setup of the argument in the
introduction paragraph (that engages the reader, creates a bridge to
main idea, and contains the thesis sentence), its fulfillment in the
subsequent body paragraphs, and the concluding paragraph that
reaffirms main points, but is not too redundant and ties up the paper
with a thought-provoking ending. The essay will have very few
minor grammatical notes or no errors at all.

that fully supports the ideas noted.
The material is introduced and cited
flawlessly, and is explained into the
context of the paragraph.

Good/Satisfactory

(meets standards)

Thesis presents a
subject and
argument

Addresses subject with ties to the overall argument; developed
argument that is supported and explained with examples; conclusion
sentence used. Mostly coherent and unified between the setup of the
argument and its fulfillment in subsequent paragraphs with a
conclusion paragraph that reaffirms main points. The essay may
have a few minor grammatical notes and an instance or two of a
major error.

Material used from both primary and
secondary sources that supports
ideas noted. There is a beginning
understanding with simple
introductions used and most material
is cited correctly, with simple
integration into the context of the
paragraph.

Unsatisfactory/Needs
Improvement

(does not meet established
standards)

Thesis missing or
missing key
elements

Missing or weak ties to overall argument and/or does not set up or
conclude topic clearly; simple argument that leaves the reader
without enough evidence to fully believe topics; argument not fully
developed or supported; no conclusion sentence used .Flawed
structure in order of importance or order not followed from thesis.
The essay might have numerous minor grammatical notes and/or
several instances of major errors; exceeds the limit of major errors

Material used has few ties to topics
and/or is not incorporated in topic;
inadequate use of sources, may be
cited incorrectly or not cited.
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